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AWAKENING THE SENSES

Hudson River School landscapes captivate in a traveling exhibition
on view now at the New Britain Museum of American Art

homas Cole (1801-1848) ventured up the
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Hudson River to the Cartskill Mountains in

1825. He had emigrated with his family from New Britain Museum of American Art
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industrialized England and was inspired by American t: 860-229-0257

landscape paintings he saw at the Pennsylvania Visit Gallery Websites

Academy of the Fine Arts. In the Catskills, he painted

three landscapes that he later showed in a bookstore in New York City, where he had recently moved.
There, they were discovered by the artist Colonel John Trumbull (1756-1843), known as the “Painter of
the Revolution.” Writing for the Metropolitan Museum of Art, Kevin J. Avery commented, “What
Trumbull recognized in the work of the young painter was the perception of wildness inherent in
American scenery that landscape artists had theretofore ignored. Trumbull brought Cole to the
attention of various patrons, who began eagerly buying his work.” Among them was Asher B. Durand
(1796-1886) who became a fast friend of Cole. Cole had recognized the wildness and the promise of the
American landscape. His work inspired other artists who would come to be known as the Hudson River

School.























